EMPLOYMENT FIRST (EF) TALKING POINTS

· Adults included in the ADC grant request are required to meet with an EF contractor and sign a service plan before an ADC check can be approved.

· Based on your family size of ___ you may not be eligible for an ADC check if your total unearned income is over $______ or your gross earned income is over $______ (Interviewer:  See attached chart).  Considering this, would you like to withdraw your application for an ADC check or proceed with a referral to our EF contractor and cooperate with Employment First requirements?

	HH Size			Unearned Income		Gross Earned Income
	    2			        $293.00				$746.25
	    3			          364.00				  887.50
	    4			          435.00				1028.75
	    5			          506.00				1168.75
	    6			          577.00				1310.00
               	    7			          648.00				1452.50
	    8			          719.00				1592.50
	    9			          790.00				1733.75

· Individuals who feel they should be exempt from EF for medical reasons must meet with the EF contractor for that determination.

· Unless you are determined exempt from the EF program you will be required to participate in EF activities 20-35 hours every week.

· If you wish to continue your ADC application, I will refer you to the EF contractor today.  You will receive a letter from them with an appointment time/date and location.  Failure to follow through with this appointment will result in your ADC grant being denied right away.  Afterwards you would need to complete a new application for ADC.  If you cannot keep this appointment, it is very important that you contact the contractor prior to the appointment time.

· If you have been on Nebraska ADC/EF in the past and signed a self-sufficiency contract, an ADC denial for failure to cooperate with EF may result in an EF sanction.  Once a sanction is imposed, it could last up to 12 consecutive months.

· If you were previously sanctioned under the Nebraska EF program and have not cooperated with EF since that time, you will need to participate in the EF program for 5 consecutive days before your sanction can be lifted and you can receive ADC grant benefits.

· In order to participate in EF, do you need assistance with Child Care?  Do you need assistance with transportation?

· Supportive services may be able to assist you to participate in the EF program.  Discuss these needs with your EF case manager.
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